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States, France agreed to assist the United
States in their war against Great Britain, and
the United States in turn, agreed to guarantee
forever to France her possessions in the West
Indies and to give to French vessels certain
exclusive privileges in American ports. When
war broke out between France and Great Brit-
ain in 1793, however, President Washington
issued a proclamation of neutrality, and in
1794, by the Jay Treaty, the United States
granted to Great Britain certain privileges
which amounted in effect to a breach of a
provision of one of the French treaties of 1778.
France, therefore, felt aggrieved against the
United States, In turn, however, France
seized, in violation of international law, a
number of American merchantmen. For these
seizures the United States demanded indem-
nity, but finally, by the convention of 1800,
the demand was dropped, and France, on her
part, released the United States from the obli-
gations imposed by the treaties of 1778. The
owners of the seized vessels, or their represen-
tatives, then presented their claims to the
United States Government, which for more
than three-quarters of a century refused to
recognize their validity. Finally in 1885 an
Act was passed, and signed, referring to the
United States Court of Claims such claims to
indemnity upon the French Government as
arose 'out of illegal captures, detentions, seiz-
ures, condemnations, and confiscations' before
1801. The court was to pass on the claims
presented, and to 'report to Congress, for final
action, the facts found by it, and its conclu-
sions.' By June 30, 1905, claims had been
filed on 2,399 vessels; the amount found for
claimants and certified to Congress was
$5,375,409; and the amount appropriated by
Congress was $3,950,452. Claims against
France for depredations subsequent to 1801
were brought directly by the United States
Government against France, but the refusal of
France for a time to adhere to this treaty
brought the two countries almost to the verge
of open rupture during President Jackson's
administratioii, the payment finally being
made in 1836.

French West Africa. A number of French
colonies in West Africa, administered under
the authority of a governor-general, and com-
prising Dahomey, Dakar, French Guinea,
French Sudan, Ivory Coast, Mauritania, Ni-
ger, and Senegal. Nov. 23, 1942, an agree-
ment with the new Darlan regime aligned the
federation with the United Nations.

Freneau, Philip (1752-1832), American
poet, was born in New York City, of Huguenot

descent. He was a frequent contributor of
patriotic verse to the Freeman's Journal of
Philadelphia during the Revolution, and was
editor of the National Gazette of Philadel-
phia for two years. He then edited a paper at
Mt. Pleasant, N. J., and engaged in other
journalistic work. He also engaged in ship-
ping and seafaring mercantile activities, sub-
sequently residing in Mount Pleasant, N. J.
Freneau was the first distinctive American
poet. His books include The Poems of Philip
Freneau, Written chiefly during the Late War
(1786), Poems Written and Published during
the American Revolutionary War (1809).
Frequency Modulation (FM), in radio,
is the system of broadcasting which uses
modulation of the frequency of the trans-
mitting wave in accordance with speech or a
signal. The system is practically static
free,
Frere, Sir Henry Bartle Edward  (1815-
84), English statesman, was born at Clydach,
Brecknockshire, and entered the Indian civil
service (1834). He was successively resident
at Sattara (1846), chief commissioner in Sindh
(1850-9), member of the viceroy's council
(1859-62), and governor of Bombay (1862-7).
In 1877-81 he was governor of the Cape, and
first high commissioner of South Africa. The
aim of his policy was South African confedera-
tion, but the recalcitrancy of the Boers and
troubles with the Zulus which led to war
(1878-9) thwarted him in carrying it out. See
Life by Martineau (1895).
Frere, Pierre Edouard (1819-86), French
genre painter; born at Paris, entered the studio
of Delaroche. His first exhibits appeared in
the Salon of 1843, and ac soon acquired a wide
reputation for delicate and sympathetic ren-
dering of scenes from humble life. One of his
pictures is in the Metropolitan Museum, New
York.
Frere-Orban, Hubert Joseph Walther
(1812-96), Belgian statesman, born at Liege.
Elected Liberal member for Licigc in the Bel-
gian Parliament, he became minister of public
works, and minister of finance, M. Frere-
Orban was the Gladstone of Belgium. He
wrote several works of great value, the most
important of which were La Question MonUaire
(1874) and La Question Monttaire en Belgiqne
(1889).
Freron, Elie Catherine (1719-76), French
critic, founded the journal Lettres de la Com-
tesse de , . , (1746), and on its suppression
(1749), Lettres $w qtielques Ecrits de ce Temps,
which, in 1754, became VAnnie Litl&aire,
In these periodicals FrSron, attacked Voltaire,